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The History of Britain

Two thousand years ago the Celts, who had been arriving from Europe, mixed with the people who were already in Britain Isles. The Roman province of Britannia covered most of the territory of present-day England and Wales. The Romans imposed their own way of living, culture, and language. But in spite of their long occupation of Britain, there isn’t much they left behind. Even most of temples, roads and cities were later destroyed. But such place names like Chester, Lancaster, and Gloucester remind us of the Romans.

The Romans influenced mainly the towns. In the country (where most people lived) Celtic speech dominated. The farming methods remained there unchanged. We can’t speak about Roman’s occupation as a large-scale settlement.

Later (during the 5th century) two tribes (the Angles and the Saxons) settled in Britain. They settled on a very vast territory. Only in the west of the country King Arthur and his army halted the tribes. But in the 6th century the way of life of these tribes predominated in England. The Celtic Britons’ culture and language survived in South-West Scotland, Wales and Cornwall.

If the Romans had great influence on towns, the Anglo-Saxons influenced the countryside. There new methods of farming were introduced and a number of villages were founded.       

